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[bookmark: _Ref63965020][bookmark: _Toc215687055]Opening Bids
	[bookmark: _Hlk55577091]1C
	16+, any distribution. All other openings deny 17 HCP

	1D
	11+ – 15, 4+ D, or balanced 14+ – 16

	1M
	11+ – 15, 5+ suit

	1N
	12 – 13 NV 1st/2nd or Fav 3rd seat, 14 – 16 otherwise. Balanced. May have 5M or 6m

	2C
	11+ – 15, 6+ C

	2D
	11 – 15, 3-suiter short in D. 4-4-1-4/4-3-1-5/3-4-1-5/4-4-0-5

	2M
	Weak, 5+

	2N
	20-21, balanced

	3X
	Preemptive

	3N
	4-level preempt in a minor with non-solid suit

	4m
	NAMYATS. Independent 7+ H/S respectively, 8 – 9 playing tricks

	4M
	To play, weaker than 4m


[bookmark: _Toc215687056][bookmark: _Ref63965217]The 1C Opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687057]Requirements:
All hands with 16+ HCP are opened 1C, except for balanced hands with 16 or 20-21 HCP, which are opened 1N (or 1X with 1N rebid) or 2N respectively.
[bookmark: _Toc215687058]Responses:
	1D
	Negative, 0 – 7 HCP

	1H
	12+ HCP, any hand

	1S/2m/2H
	8 – 11 HCP, 5+ suit

	1N
	8 – 11 HCP, balanced, no 5M

	2S
	8 – 11 HCP, 4.4.4.1 or 5.4.4.0 with 5-card minor. Opener bids 2N to ask for shortness.


[bookmark: _Toc58596078][bookmark: _Ref59029485][bookmark: _Toc215687059]Opener’s rebids after 1C – 1N:
	2C 
	Natural, 5+ suit

	2D/H/S 
	Natural, 5+ suit.

	2N 
	Balanced hand, either 22+ or having a 4-card major. Responder can explore a 4-4 fit by bidding the suit below his 4-card major, or 3C with both majors. (This allows right-siding). Responder also can bid 3S to show a maximum with no major, in case opener has 22+.

	3X 
	Solid suit, sets trumps

	3N
	To play

	4C
	Gerber

	4D/H/S/N 
	RKC in suit below. To ask Kings, rebid 5D/H/S/N


[bookmark: _Toc215687060]Bidding After 1C – 1D
[bookmark: _Toc215687061]Opener’s rebids:
	1M
	Natural, 5-card suit, unless 4441. Not forcing

	1N
	17 – 19, balanced

	2m
	Natural, 5+ suit, 17 – 21 HCP, non-forcing

	2M/3m
	Natural, 5+ suit, 22+ HCP, one-round force

	2N
	22 – 23, balanced.

	3N
	24 – 27, balanced


[bookmark: _Toc215687062]Responses to 1C – 1D – 2C:
	2D 
	Inquiry bid. Bidding proceeds like after 2C – 2D.

	2M 
	Natural, invitational

	2N
	6 – 7 HCP, balanced, stoppers in two side suits

	3C
	5 – 7 HCP, natural

	3D/M
	Splinter with good C fit


[bookmark: _Toc215687063]Responses to 1C – 1D – 2D:
	2H
	One-round force, artificial, exploring 4-4 Major fit. Now 2S and 3C by opener are natural, 2N shows Hearts, and 3D is the catchall denying extras.

	2S/3m 
	Natural, invitational

	2N
	5+ Hearts, invitational

	3M
	Splinter with good D fit


[bookmark: _Toc215687064]Bidding after 1C – 1D – 2N
Proceed just like after 2N opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687065]Bidding after 1C – 1D – 1M
1N temporizing, 3m (and 1C – 1D – 1S – 3H) good 6-card suit, 1S – 2N and 1H – 2S splimit, 1H – 2N = good 6+ Spades
[bookmark: _Toc215687066]Bidding after 1D opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687067]Responses:
	1M 
	Natural, one-round force, 4+ suit, may have longer minor

	1N 
	8 – 11-, balanced/temporizing

	2m 
	Natural, ORF. May have 4-card Major if GF

	2M 
	Weak jump shift

	2N
	Balanced 11+ – 12 HCP, no 4M

	3m 
	Disciplined preempt. 6-card suit with 2 of 3 top honors.

	3M/4x 
	Preemptive.

	3N 
	Balanced 13 – 15 HCP, no 5m, no 4M.


[bookmark: _Toc215687068]Bidding after 1D – 1M:
	1S 
	Natural, does not limit the hand.

	1N 
	Balanced, range not covered by 1N opening

	2C 
	5-4 or 4-5 in the minors, does not limit the hand.

	2D 
	6-card suit, minimum.

	2 of other major 
	15 – 16, long Diamonds and 4-card suit.

	single raise 
	Natural, could be 3-card 

	3D 
	14 – 15, 6-card Diamond, less than 3 cards (usually shortness) in responder’s Major

	3C 
	5-5 in the minors, good hand.

	2N 
	14 – 15, unbalanced, 6 Diamonds and 3-card fit for responder’s Major OR 4+ fit for partner. Now 3C relays to find out, 3D pass/correct

	jump raise 
	Natural

	3 of other major or 4C
	Splinter

	4D
	Solid/semisolid 6-card Diamond, Qxxx or better support





[bookmark: _Toc215687069]Bidding after 1D – 2C:
	
	When 1N opening is 11 - 13
	When 1N opening is 14 - 16

	2D 
	Any hand with maximum, GF
	Any minmum

	2M 
	Min, Stopper showing
	GF, stopper showing

	2N 
	Min, 6+ D
	GF, 6+ Diamonds

	3C 
	Min, 5.4 or better in minors
	GF, 5.4 or better in minors

	3D 
	Natural, semisolid 6+ D suit, GF
	GF, semisolid 6+ D

	3M 
	Splinter
	Splinter


[bookmark: _Ref59881264][bookmark: _Ref59881278]If responder has bid 2C with 4M and 5+ C, it is his responsibility to explore the 4-4 major fit, typically at the 3 level.
[bookmark: _Toc215687070]Bidding after 1D – 2D:
	
	When 1N opening is 11 - 13
	When 1N opening is 14 - 16

	2H 
	Any hand with maximum, GF
	Any minmum

	2S 
	Min, Stopper showing
	GF, stopper showing

	2N 
	Min, Heart stop, no Spade stop
	GF, Heart stop, no Spade stop

	3C 
	Min, 5.4 or better in minors
	GF, 5.4 or better in minors

	3D 
	GF, 4+ D
	GF, 4+ D

	3M/4C 
	Splinter
	Splinter


Note: 1D – 2D – 2S/N say nothing about Diamond length. Opener can clarify on next round
[bookmark: _Toc215687071]XYZ
XYZ applies after four sequences: 1D – 1H – 1S, 1D – 1H – 1N, 1D – 1S – 1N, and 1H – 1S – 1N.
It also applies if there was an intervening double by either opponent after responder has bid
[bookmark: _Toc215687072]Responder’s rebids:
	2C 
	Relay to 2D, start of all invitational sequences

	2D 
	Game-forcing, artificial, asks opener to describe their hand

	Rebid Major 
	To play at two level

	Raise
	Minimum, 4-card fit

	3m
	Weak, 5+ (usually 6+) suit, only 4 cards in the Major

	3M
	Game force

	2N 
	Natural, invitational

	3N 
	To play


[bookmark: _Toc215687073]Other sequences after 1D – 1M:
· After 1D – 1S – 2H or 1D – 1H – 2S, 2N is scrambling, asks opener to bid 3C. Responder may now pass or bid 3D to play, or 3M invitational. All direct 3-level bids are GF and natural, including a simple raise. 1D – 1S – 2H – 2S is 5+ suit, ORF
· After 1D – 1M – 2M, we use the same game tries as after 1M – 2M

[bookmark: _Toc215687074][bookmark: _Hlk131775711]The 1M opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687075]Responses to the 1S opening:
	1N
	Semi-Forcing

	2m/H 
	Natural, forcing to game. 1S – 2H promises a five-card suit, 2D may be done with four, and 2C with as few as three.

	2S 
	8 – 10-, constructive raise

	2N 
	Four-card support, GF, usually balanced or semi balanced

	3m/H 
	6+ suit, invitational

	3S 
	Limit raise with 4+ Spades

	3N 
	Forcing raise with 4+ Spades, less than 16 points, and an unspecified void

	4m/H
	Splinter, specifically a singleton

	4S
	To play

	4N
	Kickback (RKCB)

	5m/H 
	EKCB


[bookmark: _Toc215687076]Game tries after 1S – 2S
	3m/H 
	Long suit

	3M 
	Balanced game try.

	2N
	Short-suit game try in unspeciﬁed suit. Responder rebids the cheapest suit in which he will decline a short-suit try, or signs off in 3S or 4S


[bookmark: _Toc215687077][bookmark: _Ref59009798]Bidding after 1S – 2m/H
When the 1N opening is 14 – 16, the immediate next step bid by opener shows ANY minimum. All other bids show extra values. A rebid of 2N takes the place of the immediate next step (and shows extras). For example, after 1S – 2D, 2H shows any minimum, and 2N shows 4-card Heart and extras.
When the 1N opening is 11 – 13, the immediate next step bid by opener shows ANY hand with extra values. All other non-jump bids show a minimum hand. A rebid of 2N takes the place of the immediate next step (and shows a minimum). For example, after 1S – 2D, 2H shows ANY hand with extras, and 2N shows a minimum with 4-card Heart.
An immediate 3S rebid shows a semi-solid 6+ suit and extras.
Over 1S – 2m, the 3N rebid shows a maximum, 6.3.3.1 hand with shortness in responder’s minor. Over this, responder can rebid his minor, which is MinorWood and shows an independent suit, sign off in 4M, or cue bid, which promises a fit for the major. Immediate kickback shows opener’s suit (e.g. 1H – 2D – 3N – 4S is kickback in H).
[bookmark: _Toc215687078]Bidding after 1S – 1N
	2m 
	3+ suit

	2H 
	Natural, 4-card suit

	2S 
	6-card suit, minimum

	2N 
	Balanced maximum, 6-card suit, distributed values

	3m/H 
	5-card suit, not forcing, good hand

	3S
	Maximum with good 6-card Spades


[bookmark: _Toc215687079]Responder’s Rebids:
	2D/H 
	Signoff.

	2S 
	To play, could be only 2-card ﬁt. If 3-card fit, then minimum

	2N 
	11 – 12-, balanced.

	Jump shift 
	Splinter with great fit

	3S 
	Limit raise with only 3 trumps or 4-3-3-3


[bookmark: _Toc215687080]Responses to the 1H Opening:
The bidding is very similar to the 1S opening, with some of the bids shifted one step down. We note the key differences below:
	2S 
	Weak

	3S 
	Forcing raise with 4+ Hearts, less than 16 points, and an unspecified void

	3N 
	Spade splinter


[bookmark: _Toc215687081]Special Rebids:
	1H
	1S
	2N
	Similar to 1D – 1M – 2N. Unbalanced, 3+ Spade fit, maximum

	
	
	3H
	Similar to 1D – 1M – 3D. 6+ Hearts, less than 3 Spades, maximum


[bookmark: _Toc215687082]Game tries after 1H – 2H
Similar to after 1S – 2S, shifted one step down. So 2S is unspecified short-suit try, and 2N is long-suit try in Spades

[bookmark: _Toc112356438][bookmark: _Toc215687083][bookmark: _Ref58595759]The 1N Opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687084]Summary
Stayman, Jacoby, Texas, Smolen. 2S Range ask or Clubs, 3C = D.
2N = minors, 3D = Majors, 3M = short, 4 in other Major or long minor
Invitational hands with a long minor always start with 2C (or hide the minor).
Jacoby + new minor GF. Transfer to minor followed by new suit is natural and GF.
[bookmark: _Toc112356440][bookmark: _Toc215687085]Responses
	1N
	2C
	Stayman. Also used for invitational hands with a long minor with or without a 4-card Major.

	
	2D/H
	Transfers. Now, rebid of new minor is natural and game-forcing, but rebid of new major is invitational (see later).

	
	2S
	Range ask OR Clubs. Opener bids 2N with min, 3C with max. Now 3D/M is natural and GF. 1N – 2S – 3C – 3N shows mild slam interest.

	
	3C
	Unconditional transfer to 3D. Now responder will pass with a weak hand, or bid a new suit (natural, GF), or 3N to show mild slam interest.

	
	2N
	Both minors, weak (usually 5-5 or better) or GF (5-4/4-5/better)

	
	3D
	Shortness, GF, (4.3)-1-5, 4-4-1-4, 4-4-0-5 or 3-3-1-6

	
	3H
	Shortness, GF, 3-suiter or long minor 

	
	3S
	Shortness, GF, 3-suiter or long minor

	
	3/4N
	Natural

	
	4C
	Gerber (may explore SA xfer later)

	
	4D/H
	Texas transfers. 4S over 4H or 4N over 4S is Kickback


[bookmark: _Toc112356441]


[bookmark: _Toc215687086]Bidding After Stayman
· Opener bids his major if he has one, else bids 2D. With both majors, bid Hearts first.
· Over 1N – 2C – 2H, 2S is natural and one-round force. Shows invitational or better values and a 4-card suit.
· 1N – 2C – 2M – 4N is quantitative. 1N – 2C – 2H – 4S is Kickback. To ask key-cards after 1N – 2C – 2S, first go through 3H.
[bookmark: _Toc112356442][bookmark: _Toc215687087]Responder’s rebids:
	1N
	2C
	2D
	2H
	Pass or correct. Weak hand with both majors.

	
	
	
	2S
	Invitational, 5 Spades and 4 Hearts

	
	
	
	2N
	Natural and invitational

	
	
	
	3m
	Invitational, 6+ suit

	
	
	
	3M
	Smolen. GF, 4 cards in bid Major, 5+ in other Major

	
	
	
	3N
	Natural

	
	
	
	4C
	Gerber

	1N
	2C
	2M
	2N
	Natural and invitational

	
	
	
	3m
	Invitational, 6+ suit. Now opener can show stoppers to investigate 3N with a max (either can suggest 4m signoff after that). 1N – 2C – 2M – 3D – 3M shows Club stopper

	
	
	
	3/4M
	Natural

	
	
	
	3N
	Natural

	
	
	
	4m
	Splinter

	1N
	2C
	2H
	2S
	Natural, one-round force. Invitational or better with 4-card Spade.
Opener rebids 2N/3S with min, 3N/4S/3H with max

	
	
	
	3S
	Artificial slam try in Hearts, no minor-suit shortness (may have Spade shortness)

	1N
	2C
	2S
	3H
	Artificial slam try in Spades, no shortness


[bookmark: _Toc112356444]


[bookmark: _Toc215687088]Bidding after Jacoby Transfers
Opener normally just accepts transfer. With good hand and good ﬁt (normally 4 cards), he may super-accept by either bidding a long/help suit or 2N to show a game try in the suit below. This allows responder to retransfer if signing off at the three level. If opener jumps to 3M, it shows a balanced game try with no specific help suit.
[bookmark: _Toc112356445][bookmark: _Toc215687089]Responder’s rebids:
	1N – 2D – 2H – 2S 
	Natural and invitational. 1N – 2D – 2H – 2S shows 5 Hearts and 4+ Spades (now 3C relays, with 3D showing stiff D, 3H showing stiff C)

	New minor 
	Natural and game forcing. Now a new suit by opener is natural, offering choice of games, and showing concern about unbid suit.

	Rebid of suit 
	Natural and invitational.

	2/3/4N 
	Natural (no Blackwood).

	Jump shift 
	Splinter with good 6-card suit.

	Jump to game in same suit 
	Invitational RKC (else could use Texas transfers). In this sequence, next new suit bid asks for Kings and trump Queen if not shown. 
e.g., 1N – 2D – 2H – 4H (KCB) – 5D – 5S asks for Kings
1N – 2D – 2H – 4H(KCB) – 4N – 5C asks for HQ and Kings

	New suit bid above game
	Exclusion key-card ask. Note that 1N – 2D – 2H – 4S is NOT Kickback. To ask key cards, go via Texas or cue bid first.


After a minor-suit transfer, 3M by responder is natural and Game Forcing, showing 4 cards in the bid Major with at least a mild slam interest (else suppress the minor).
[bookmark: _Toc112356446][bookmark: _Toc215687090]Bidding after 1N – 2N
1N – 2N shows either a weak hand with 5-5 or better in the minors, intending to pass opener’s rebid, or a GF+ hand with 5-4/4-5/better in the minors. Opener initially bids his better minor, 3C with equal length. Any further bid by responder is GF, as below:
	1N
	2N
	3C
	3D
	5D, 4C, slam interest

	1N
	2N
	3m
	3M
	Shortness (???), 5 cards in chosen minor

	
	
	
	3N
	2-2-4-5, slam interest. Not forcing.

	
	
	
	4C
	Double key-card ask

	
	
	
	4D
	Slam interest, invites cue bidding. Likely worried about two top losers in a major. Can stop in 4N by either player.

	
	
	
	4M
	Splinter. Should this be a void, with 3M showing stiff?

	


	
	
	4N
	Quantitative, stronger than 3N


	
Pattern
	Weak
	Inv
	GF
	Slammish

	Bal, no 4M
	Pass
	2S
	3N
	4N

	Bal, 4M
	Pass
	2C
	2C
	2C

	5+S, 4H
	2H or 2C+2H
	2C+2S
	2C+3H
	2C+3H

	5+H, 4S
	2D or 2C+2H
	2D+2S
	2C+3S
	2C+3S

	5H,5S
	2C+2H
	2H+3H
	3D
	3D

	5+M,4+m
	XM
	XM+2N
	XM+3m/3N
	XM+3m

	5M, bal
	XM
	XM+2N
	XM+3N
	XM+4N/cue

	6+M
	XM
	XM+3M
	Texas
	XM+4M/splinter OR Texas + Kickback

	5m,4M
	Pass
	2C+2N/3m
	Xm+3M
	Xm+3m

	6m,4M
	2C+3m
	2C+3m
	Xm+3M
	Xm+3m

	2-2-5-4/2-2-4-5
	Pass or 2N
	2C+2N/3m
	2N+3D/3N
	2N+3D/3N/higher

	3.1M, 5.4m
	Pass or Xm
	2C+2N/3m
	3N or 2N+3M
	2N+3M

	3.1M, 6.3m
	Xm
	2C+3m
	Xm+3N or 3M
	3M

	4.1M
	Pass or 2C+3m
	2C+2N/3m
	3M or 2C+3N
	3M



General Rule: If responder shows 2 suits and then uses Blackwood/Kickback, it is always double key card
[bookmark: _Ref58595224][bookmark: _Toc215687091]Dealing with Intervention
[bookmark: _Toc215687092]Systems on over Non-Penalty Double or 2C:
1N – (2C) – X is Stayman
Unless 2C shows two specific suits (then U/U).
1N – (X) – XX shows a willingness to penalize for non-penalty doubles
If X is penalty, then DONT-style runout
[bookmark: _Toc215687093]Over a natural 2D/M overcall:
X is negative
2-level suit bids are competitive, could be on a 4-card suit
Otherwise, we play Rubensohl
[bookmark: _Toc215687094]When the overcall shows one known suit, not the one bid (e.g., transfer overcalls, or 1N – (2D) showing Spades and a lower suit):
	X 
	Shows the bid suit (4+). Is lead directing, with values to compete

	Lurker X
	Penalty. e.g., 1N – (2C) – P – (2H) – P – (P) – X, where 2C showed Hearts.

	Cue bid at 2 level 
	(of suit shown) Takeout. If followed by new suit at 3 level, it is forcing.

	2X
	Natural

	2N, 3X
	Rubensohl

	Jump cue bid 
	(of the suit shown). Stopper asking.

	3N
	Natural, denies a stopper


[bookmark: _Toc215687095]When the overcall shows bid suit plus unknown second suit
Treat this as if it shows only the known suit.
[bookmark: _Toc215687096]When the overcall shows two specific suits (e.g., Landy 2C or DONT 2H for the majors): 
Unusual over Unusual
[bookmark: _Toc215687097]Other Scenarios:
After 1N – (P) – 2C – (X), opener redoubles to show 5-card or strong 4-card Clubs. Direct bid is Stayman response but promises C stopper. Without C stopper, pass and wait for a XX.
If opener doubles an overcall, it is takeout
Texas Transfers are on after a double or an overcall, even after lurker pass
If a Jacoby transfer is doubled, Pass shows a doubleton, accepting the transfer shows 3+, and redouble shows 5 cards or strong 4 cards in the doubled suit. If opener passes, responder can redouble to retransfer, or directly bid the suit himself, depending on who he wants to be on lead.
[bookmark: _Toc215687098]The 2C Opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687099]Responses:
	2D
	All-purpose inquiry. Used with almost all hands that have at least one 4-card major, and several other hands that do not fit other responses.

	2H/S
	Non-forcing, constructive, 5+ suit.

	2N
	Transfer to C, generally suggests Qxx or better support. Either a simple raise, or showing a variety of game-forcing hands with club fit. Could have 5+ major (if GF), but denies a 4-card major.

	3C
	Transfer to D, denies Qxx/better club support. Either to play with 6+ D (unless opener bids higher than 3D), or GF with 5+ D. Denies a 4-card major, but could have a 5-card major if GF.

	3D
	Transfer to H (5+ suit), denies Qxx/better club support. Absolutely Game Forcing. Denies 4+ Spades

	3H
	Transfer to S (5+ suit), denies Qxx/better club support. Absolutely Game Forcing. Denies 4-card H.

	3S
	5-5 Majors, GF

	3N
	To play


[bookmark: _Toc215687100]Bidding After 2C – 2D
	2C
	2D
	2M
	4-card suit, wide range (11-16)

	
	
	2N
	No major, 13+ – 15 

	
	
	3C
	No major, 11 – 13+

	
	
	3D/M
	4-card suit, 6+ C, 14 – 15 

	
	
	3N
	No major, good C suit, 14 – 15


[bookmark: _Toc215687101]Further Bidding:
	2C
	2D
	2M
	2N
	10-11, inv., no major fit

	
	
	
	3C
	8-9, simple raise (had the other major)

	
	
	
	3D
	GF, 5+ D and 4 cards in other major 

	
	
	
	3M
	Invitational, 4-card fit

	
	
	
	4C
	Invitational

	
	
	
	Other Major
	GF, club fit, no fit for opener’s Major

	
	
	
	Jump in new suit
	Cue-bid, major fit

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2C
	2D
	2N/3C
	3C (over 2N)
	To play

	
	
	
	
	3D
	GF, 5-card suit, 4 cards in some major

	
	
	
	
	3M
	GF, 5-card suit, 4 in other major

	
	
	
	
	3N
	To play

	
	
	
	
	4C
	Invitational

	
	
	
	
	4D
	Kickback

	
	
	
	
	4M
	cue-bid


[bookmark: _Toc215687102]Bidding After 2C – 2M:
	2C
	2M
	2N
	13-14, no fit

	
	
	3C
	11-12, no fit

	
	
	3D
	14-16, 5+C, 4D, no fit

	
	
	3M
	Invitational

	
	
	2S (over 2H)
	5+C, 4S, 11-16

	
	
	3H (over 2S)
	6+C, 4H, 15-16

	
	
	3N
	no fit, 6+ C, 15-16

	
	
	bids above 3M
	cue with 3+ fit


[bookmark: _Toc215687103]Bidding After 2C – 2N:
2N promises a fit, usually Qxx or better. Opener accepts transfers to C and D except with a max, in which case he can bid/explore 3N by showing where his cards are.
	2C
	2N
	3C
	3D/M
	5+ suit, GF

	
	
	
	3N
	Mild slam try in Clubs (although when opener did not pre-accept, slam is unlikely)

	
	
	
	4C
	Slammish hand with strong Club support, but unwilling to take control. Typically balanced.

	
	
	
	4D
	Kickback

	
	
	
	4M
	Exclusion? Splinter? Responder does not have 4 cards in the other major, so he likely has 5+ D or 5+ C. But he did not show his Diamond suit. Maybe exclusion is the best use given all this.


[bookmark: _Toc215687104]Bidding After 2C – 3X:
· 2C – 3C – 3D – 3M shows GF, 5-5+ in D and the major.
· 2C – 3D – 3H – 3S shows Spade values, exploring best contract. If responder continues with 4-level bids, 3S was advanced cue bid with Hearts set as trumps
· After 2C – 3D/H, opener accepts the transfer with tolerance, bids 3N or 4C with no fit (4C shows very good Clubs, since responder has denied support), or cue-bids below 4 of the transfer suit with 3+ fit.
· Transfer to a major, followed by 4C shows Qx/xxx in clubs, 6+ in the major, and offers choice of games. May also be done with slammish hands. If opener now supports the major, it sets up double key card.
· Other 4-level bids following a transfer to a major set the major as trump (independent suit) and are cue-bids/Kickback.
[bookmark: _Toc215687105]Other openings
[bookmark: _Toc215687106]The 2D Opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687107]Responses:
	2M/3C
	To play

	2N
	Relay. At least invitational values

	3D
	Invitational in a major. Now 3H = reject invite in Hearts or both, 3S = reject in Spades but not in Hearts, 4D = accept in both

	3M/4C
	Slammish, sets trumps

	4D
	Key-card ask in Clubs

	3N/4M
	To play


[bookmark: _Toc215687108]Bidding after 2D – 2N:
	3C
	5C, minimum. Now 3D relays. 
Opener rebids 3H = 3-4-1-5, 3S = 4-3-1-5, 3N = 4-4-0-5

	3D
	5C, non-minimum. Now 3H relays. 
Opener rebids 3S = 3-4-1-5, 3N = 4-3-1-5, 4C/D = 4-4-0-5, medium/max

	3H
	4-4-1-4, min

	3S
	4-4-1-4, med

	3N
	4-4-1-4, max


[bookmark: _Toc215687109]The 2N opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687110]Responses:
	3C
	Stayman

	3/4 D/H
	Transfers

	3S
	Relay to 3N. Now responder can bid a natural and forcing 4m, or 4M to show a splinter with 5.4 or better in minors

	3N
	To play

	4C
	Gerber

	4N
	Quantitative


[bookmark: _Toc215687111]The 2M Opening
[bookmark: _Toc215687112]Responses:
New major forcing, new minor to play
Jump shift asks for control and key-cards. Responses: step 1 = no control, step 2 = second-round control, step 3+ = first-round control, key cards
2N = Relay. When non-vul, opener rebids second suit if any, else 3H/S/N with min/med/max. When vul, opener bids feature with non-min, else rebids suit
[bookmark: _Toc215687113]When Opponents Open
[bookmark: _Toc215687114]Simple Overcall
7 to 17, per standard vulnerability and level considerations
Responses
	New suit
	Forcing at one level
Non-forcing, constructive at two level.
Forcing at 3 level over 2-level overcall (e.g. 1S – 2H – P – 3C)

	Jump raise
	Weak

	2N
	Bal 12-13

	Jump shift
	Splimit by PH, natural and GF by UPH

	Cue-bid
	LR+ with 3-card support, or any strong hand

	Jump cue
	Over 2-level overcall, show 4-card ﬁt, establishing a forcing pass auction. Over 1-level overcall, show 4-card ﬁt, 8 – 9 HCP


Further Bidding
Modified Snapdragon: If responder bids a new suit, advancer’s double shows the unbid suit plus tolerance for overcaller’s suit. E.g., (1H)-1S-(2C)-X shows Diamonds plus Spade tolerance. When the unbid suit is a Major, advancer is promising only 4 cards
Balancing overcalls: 8 – 14-
[bookmark: _Toc215687115]1N Overcall
15+ to 18 in direct seat, even after both opponents have bid ((1X) – P – (1Y) – 1N)
Systems on over (1m) – 1N, including after non-penalty X and natural-ish 2C
Over (1M) – 1N, 4-suit transfers, with transfer to opener’s Major being Stayman
11 to 16 in balancing position 
2C = range Stayman. 
Now 2D = any 11-12, 2M/N = 13-14 (2N =>no Major), 3X = 15-16
Systems on other than that
Sandwich by passed hand, shows 5+-5+ in unbid suits
[bookmark: _Toc215687116]Sandwich bids, e.g., after (1D) – P – (1S) – ?:
1N is natural, 15+ – 18.
Bidding 2 of opponent’s suit (2D, 2S) is natural.
2N = 5-5 in unbid suits
[bookmark: _Toc215687117]Doubles
Take-out except over 1N
Negative through 4H
Responsive through 4H (same suit only, plus after (1X) – 1Y – (1N))
Maximal game-try
Support double through 2-raise
Support redouble, including when partner has overcalled?
Most doubles at 1- and 2-level are not Penalty. When not defined, they are DSI 
[bookmark: _Toc215687118]Defense vs NT
In direct seat, when NT range min is 13 or more:
· X	4+ H and longer other
· 2C	4+ S and longer other
· 2N	minors
· Rest natural
Indirect seat, vs weak NT (min < 13):
· X	values (14+)
· 2C	majors
· Rest natural
Balancing actions same as direct
[bookmark: _Toc215687119]Two-suited overcalls
Michaels over 1X, Precision/natural 2C
2N overcall = two lowest unbid
· After (1M) – 2M – (P), I prefer 2N = game interest opposite preemptive Michaels bid. Now partner bids 3m with minimum, 3H/S with 10 – 11 and C/D respectively, and 4m with 16+.
· If you just want to play in 3m, bid 3C as Pass or Correct. 
· After (1m) – 2m – (P), I prefer 2N as natural, inviting game with a maximal weak Michaels
· What does a cue-bid mean after partner Michaels?
[bookmark: _Toc215687120]Over Weak Two-Bids
Lebensohl after TO Double
2N = 16-19
Leaping Michaels over 2M: 4C = C + OM, 4D = D + OM
Leaping Michaels over 2D: 4C = C + H, 4D = C + S
	Can also use this over Precision 2C and 2D, showing D and H/S respectively
(2D) – 3D = Regular Michaels
(2M) – 3M stopper asking
[bookmark: _Toc215687121]Over Multi 2D
X	Take-out of Spades 
2H	Take-out of Hearts
(2D) – X – (2H) – P – (P) - X is penalty, though advancer pulls the second double with poor defense
[bookmark: _Toc215687122]Other Openings
Truscott over Flannery (X = strong NT, 2H = TO, 2N = minors)
If 2H = Flannery, X = TO, 2S = minors, 2N natural
Over Precision/Roman 2D, X = TO with at least one Major
[bookmark: _Ref64736562][bookmark: _Toc215687123]Responding to Weak Jump Overcalls:
New suits non-forcing, except 3 of other major (e.g., (1D) – 2S – (P) – 3H) is forcing.
2N = shortness ask

[bookmark: _Toc215687124]Dealing With Intervention
[bookmark: _Toc215687125]Over Opponent’s Take-Out Double
Transfers starting at XX and up to bid below 2 of partner’s suit (which shows good single raise; direct raise is weak)
1D – (X) – 2N shows the minors
1M – (X) – 2N is Limit+
Jump shifts splilmit by PH, preemptive by UPH
[bookmark: _Toc215687126]Negative Free Bids (NFB)
Apply at two level when neither player has jumped.
Shows a good 5-card or 6+ suit and below-game going strength.
Minimum strength depends on vulnerability
When NFB applies, jump in such a suit is game-forcing with strong suit (almost always 6+). For instance, 1D – (2C) – 3H.
When NFB applies, negative double followed by a new suit that could have been bid as NFB earlier is natural and game forcing. For instance, 1D – (2C) – X – (P) – 2D – (P) – 2H, but NOT 1H – (2D) – X – (P) – 2H – (P) – 3C
1D – (1M) – 2D is NFB, and 1D – (1M) – X followed by 2D is game-forcing with 5+ D
3-level jump cue-bid is primarily stopper asking after 1D opening, but 1H – (1S) – 3S is a splinter
[bookmark: _Toc214986167][bookmark: _Toc215678520][bookmark: _Toc215687127][bookmark: _Toc214986168][bookmark: _Toc215678521][bookmark: _Toc215687128][bookmark: _Toc214986169][bookmark: _Toc215678522][bookmark: _Toc215687129][bookmark: _Toc214986170][bookmark: _Toc215678523][bookmark: _Toc215687130][bookmark: _Toc214986171][bookmark: _Toc215678524][bookmark: _Toc215687131][bookmark: _Toc214986172][bookmark: _Toc215678525][bookmark: _Toc215687132][bookmark: _Toc214986173][bookmark: _Toc215678526][bookmark: _Toc215687133][bookmark: _Toc214986174][bookmark: _Toc215678527][bookmark: _Toc215687134][bookmark: _Toc214986175][bookmark: _Toc215678528][bookmark: _Toc215687135][bookmark: _Toc214986176][bookmark: _Toc215678529][bookmark: _Toc215687136][bookmark: _Toc214986177][bookmark: _Toc215678530][bookmark: _Toc215687137][bookmark: _Toc214986178][bookmark: _Toc215678531][bookmark: _Toc215687138][bookmark: _Toc214986179][bookmark: _Toc215678532][bookmark: _Toc215687139][bookmark: _Toc214986180][bookmark: _Toc215678533][bookmark: _Toc215687140][bookmark: _Toc214986181][bookmark: _Toc215678534][bookmark: _Toc215687141][bookmark: _Toc214986182][bookmark: _Toc215678535][bookmark: _Toc215687142][bookmark: _Toc214986183][bookmark: _Toc215678536][bookmark: _Toc215687143][bookmark: _Toc214986184][bookmark: _Toc215678537][bookmark: _Toc215687144][bookmark: _Toc214986185][bookmark: _Toc215678538][bookmark: _Toc215687145][bookmark: _Toc214986186][bookmark: _Toc215678539][bookmark: _Toc215687146][bookmark: _Toc214986187][bookmark: _Toc215678540][bookmark: _Toc215687147][bookmark: _Toc214986188][bookmark: _Toc215678541][bookmark: _Toc215687148][bookmark: _Toc214986189][bookmark: _Toc215678542][bookmark: _Toc215687149][bookmark: _Toc214986190][bookmark: _Toc215678543][bookmark: _Toc215687150][bookmark: _Toc214986191][bookmark: _Toc215678544][bookmark: _Toc215687151][bookmark: _Toc214986192][bookmark: _Toc215678545][bookmark: _Toc215687152][bookmark: _Toc214986193][bookmark: _Toc215678546][bookmark: _Toc215687153][bookmark: _Toc214986194][bookmark: _Toc215678547][bookmark: _Toc215687154][bookmark: _Toc214986195][bookmark: _Toc215678548][bookmark: _Toc215687155][bookmark: _Toc214986196][bookmark: _Toc215678549][bookmark: _Toc215687156][bookmark: _Toc214986197][bookmark: _Toc215678550][bookmark: _Toc215687157][bookmark: _Toc214986198][bookmark: _Toc215678551][bookmark: _Toc215687158][bookmark: _Toc214986199][bookmark: _Toc215678552][bookmark: _Toc215687159][bookmark: _Toc214986200][bookmark: _Toc215678553][bookmark: _Toc215687160][bookmark: _Toc214986201][bookmark: _Toc215678554][bookmark: _Toc215687161][bookmark: _Toc214986202][bookmark: _Toc215678555][bookmark: _Toc215687162][bookmark: _Toc214986203][bookmark: _Toc215678556][bookmark: _Toc215687163][bookmark: _Toc214986204][bookmark: _Toc215678557][bookmark: _Toc215687164][bookmark: _Toc214986205][bookmark: _Toc215678558][bookmark: _Toc215687165][bookmark: _Toc214986206][bookmark: _Toc215678559][bookmark: _Toc215687166][bookmark: _Toc214986207][bookmark: _Toc215678560][bookmark: _Toc215687167][bookmark: _Toc214986208][bookmark: _Toc215678561][bookmark: _Toc215687168][bookmark: _Toc214986209][bookmark: _Toc215678562][bookmark: _Toc215687169][bookmark: _Toc214986210][bookmark: _Toc215678563][bookmark: _Toc215687170][bookmark: _Toc214986211][bookmark: _Toc215678564][bookmark: _Toc215687171][bookmark: _Toc214986212][bookmark: _Toc215678565][bookmark: _Toc215687172][bookmark: _Toc214986213][bookmark: _Toc215678566][bookmark: _Toc215687173][bookmark: _Toc214986214][bookmark: _Toc215678567][bookmark: _Toc215687174][bookmark: _Toc214986215][bookmark: _Toc215678568][bookmark: _Toc215687175][bookmark: _Toc214986231][bookmark: _Toc215678584][bookmark: _Toc215687191][bookmark: _Toc214986232][bookmark: _Toc215678585][bookmark: _Toc215687192][bookmark: _Toc214986233][bookmark: _Toc215678586][bookmark: _Toc215687193][bookmark: _Toc214986234][bookmark: _Toc215678587][bookmark: _Toc215687194][bookmark: _Toc214986235][bookmark: _Toc215678588][bookmark: _Toc215687195][bookmark: _Toc214986236][bookmark: _Toc215678589][bookmark: _Toc215687196][bookmark: _Toc214986249][bookmark: _Toc215678602][bookmark: _Toc215687209][bookmark: _Toc214986250][bookmark: _Toc215678603][bookmark: _Toc215687210][bookmark: _Toc214986251][bookmark: _Toc215678604][bookmark: _Toc215687211][bookmark: _Toc214986252][bookmark: _Toc215678605][bookmark: _Toc215687212][bookmark: _Toc214986265][bookmark: _Toc215678618][bookmark: _Toc215687225][bookmark: _Toc214986266][bookmark: _Toc215678619][bookmark: _Toc215687226][bookmark: _Toc214986267][bookmark: _Toc215678620][bookmark: _Toc215687227][bookmark: _Toc214986280][bookmark: _Toc215678633][bookmark: _Toc215687240][bookmark: _Toc214986284][bookmark: _Toc215678637][bookmark: _Toc215687244][bookmark: _Toc214986292][bookmark: _Toc215678645][bookmark: _Toc215687252][bookmark: _Toc214986293][bookmark: _Toc215678646][bookmark: _Toc215687253][bookmark: _Toc214986294][bookmark: _Toc215678647][bookmark: _Toc215687254][bookmark: _Toc214986295][bookmark: _Toc215678648][bookmark: _Toc215687255][bookmark: _Toc214986296][bookmark: _Toc215678649][bookmark: _Toc215687256][bookmark: _Toc214986297][bookmark: _Toc215678650][bookmark: _Toc215687257][bookmark: _Toc214986298][bookmark: _Toc215678651][bookmark: _Toc215687258][bookmark: _Toc214986299][bookmark: _Toc215678652][bookmark: _Toc215687259][bookmark: _Toc214986300][bookmark: _Toc215678653][bookmark: _Toc215687260][bookmark: _Toc214986301][bookmark: _Toc215678654][bookmark: _Toc215687261][bookmark: _Toc214986302][bookmark: _Toc215678655][bookmark: _Toc215687262][bookmark: _Toc214986303][bookmark: _Toc215678656][bookmark: _Toc215687263][bookmark: _Toc214538539][bookmark: _Toc214986311][bookmark: _Toc215678664][bookmark: _Toc215687271][bookmark: _Toc214538540][bookmark: _Toc214986312][bookmark: _Toc215678665][bookmark: _Toc215687272][bookmark: _Toc214538577][bookmark: _Toc214986349][bookmark: _Toc215678702][bookmark: _Toc215687309][bookmark: _Toc214538589][bookmark: _Toc214986361][bookmark: _Toc215678714][bookmark: _Toc215687321][bookmark: _Toc214538601][bookmark: _Toc214986373][bookmark: _Toc215678726][bookmark: _Toc215687333][bookmark: _Toc214538613][bookmark: _Toc214986385][bookmark: _Toc215678738][bookmark: _Toc215687345][bookmark: _Toc214538625][bookmark: _Toc214986397][bookmark: _Toc215678750][bookmark: _Toc215687357][bookmark: _Toc214538637][bookmark: _Toc214986409][bookmark: _Toc215678762][bookmark: _Toc215687369][bookmark: _Toc214538649][bookmark: _Toc214986421][bookmark: _Toc215678774][bookmark: _Toc215687381][bookmark: _Toc214538661][bookmark: _Toc214986433][bookmark: _Toc215678786][bookmark: _Toc215687393][bookmark: _Toc214538667][bookmark: _Toc214986439][bookmark: _Toc215678792][bookmark: _Toc215687399][bookmark: _Toc214538668][bookmark: _Toc214986440][bookmark: _Toc215678793][bookmark: _Toc215687400][bookmark: _Toc214538669][bookmark: _Toc214986441][bookmark: _Toc215678794][bookmark: _Toc215687401][bookmark: _Toc214538670][bookmark: _Toc214986442][bookmark: _Toc215678795][bookmark: _Toc215687402][bookmark: _Toc214538671][bookmark: _Toc214986443][bookmark: _Toc215678796][bookmark: _Toc215687403][bookmark: _Toc214538672][bookmark: _Toc214986444][bookmark: _Toc215678797][bookmark: _Toc215687404][bookmark: _Toc214538673][bookmark: _Toc214986445][bookmark: _Toc215678798][bookmark: _Toc215687405][bookmark: _Toc214538674][bookmark: _Toc214986446][bookmark: _Toc215678799][bookmark: _Toc215687406][bookmark: _Toc214538675][bookmark: _Toc214986447][bookmark: _Toc215678800][bookmark: _Toc215687407][bookmark: _Toc214538676][bookmark: _Toc214986448][bookmark: _Toc215678801][bookmark: _Toc215687408][bookmark: _Toc214538677][bookmark: _Toc214986449][bookmark: _Toc215678802][bookmark: _Toc215687409][bookmark: _Toc214538678][bookmark: _Toc214986450][bookmark: _Toc215678803][bookmark: _Toc215687410][bookmark: _Toc214538679][bookmark: _Toc214986451][bookmark: _Toc215678804][bookmark: _Toc215687411][bookmark: _Toc214538680][bookmark: _Toc214986452][bookmark: _Toc215678805][bookmark: _Toc215687412][bookmark: _Toc215687413]Bidding by a Passed Hand
[bookmark: _Toc215687414]When partner opens 1M:
· Jump shifts are Splimit.
· 2C is Drury over 3rd or 4th-hand opening.
· 2N = Clubs
· Other bids as before.
[bookmark: _Toc215687415]When partner opens 1D:
· 2M = 5-5 in Diamonds and the bid Major, constructive
[bookmark: _Toc215687416]Responding to Drury:
· Return to 2M is weakest bid
· Bids below 2M are game tries
· Suit bids between 2M and 3M strong two-suiter, with possible slam opposite the right hand (e.g., AKxxx,AQxxx,x,xx).
[bookmark: _Toc215687417]When partner opens 1D:
· 2N = preemptive with 5-5 in the minors. Go via 2m with a balanced 11 count.
[bookmark: _Toc215687418]When partner opens 2M:
· New suit bids are splimit.
· 2N is invitational with a good ﬁt, asking for a stiff (e.g. 2H – 2N with AXXX,KXXX,X,XXXX).
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